Most techniques at present in use for the Wassermann reaction require a great deal of bench and water bath space, are very time consuming, and put a considerable burden on those responsible for the preparation of glassware. The use of moulded perspex plates (M.R.C. pattern)* in this laboratory has cut down immensely the space and labour involved in doing routine Wassermann reactions, and has added considerably to the pleasure in their performance. The M.R.C. pattern perspex plates, which were originally designed for virus haemagglutination tests, consist of moulded sheets of perspex 7 x 5.7 x 0.55 in. in which there are 80 vertical-sided, round-bottom cavities 0.6 in. diameter. The cavities hold about 1.5 ml. when full; a convenient working final volume is, however, 0.4 to 1.0 ml. The plates are at their best when a method is used in which reagents are added by drops. They may, however, be used with almost equal convenience with any Wassermann reaction technique in which the final volume is not more than 1 ml. Apart from any adjustment of volumes used, it is only necessary to determine by trial the periods to be allowed for fixation of complement and for lysis of red cells in order to obtain results with the persp x plates identical with those obtained in test tubes.
The technique in use in this laboratory is adapted from those described by Wyler (1929) and Orpwood Price (1949) . The following is an outline of the method which has proved consistently satisfactory with the perspex plates.
Method
All sera are first put through a one " tube " screen test and at the same time in one of the plates a titra-* May be obtained from Messrs. R. B. Turner & Co., Ltd., [9] [10] [11] Eagle Street, Holborn. W.C.I. F tion is set up of a positive serum of known titre as a control. Sera giving a positive result in the screen test are then titrated in doubling dilutions beginning at 1 in 4 with a control tube at the first dilution (i.e.. 1 in 4) containing saline instead of antigen.
Reagents.-All reagents are distributed by means of dropping pipettes, the neat sera with a hand pipette delivering a small drop = 0.02 ml.; cerebrospinal fluids and dilutions of sera in quantitative tests are distributed with a hand pipette delivering a large drop =0.10 ml.; other reagents with a fixed vertical dropper with a reservoir, delivering a large drop. Antigens.-Antigens are those supplied by the Venereal Diseases Reference Laboratory. Each batch of antigen before being taken into use is titrated chessboard fashion (Orpwood Price, 1950) to determine its optimal dilution. In our hands this is in the region of 1 in 200 for Wassermann antigen at which dilution the error using the same sized dropper for antigen and other reagents is negligible. 
